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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 


As you will note from the examination of this bulletin, the 
primary item contained therein is "Proposed Library Legislation." 
In getting such a proposal through the legislature, it will take 
a great deal of effort on the part of librarians and library 
trustees in the state of Idaho. Now is the time to have your 
public informed as to what this legislation can mean in the way of 
Library service. 

It is probable that there will be a special session of the 
legislature. Especially with the recent change of chief executives. 
Intelligently present this matter of library legislation to your 
local senators and representatives. In my opinion there will be 
no other time when this legislation will have a better chance of 


passing than in the next session. 


Your legislative committee has spent a number of years in an 


effort to get a desirable legislation for our state. Let us give 
them our whole hearted support by working for such a worth while 


program. 
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PROPOSED LIPRARY LEGISLATION 


Introduction 
by 
Mrs. Marion Orr, Chairman 
Legislative Committee 


For the last twenty five years the Librarians of Idaho have 
been working for revised library legislation. One bill after 
another has been drafted. Some have been introduced into the 
legislature and at least two of these have been killed by only one 
vote. We need more cooperation and "push" among ourselves and a 

better informed public backing our efforts. 


At this time, we have an especially good argument for the 
modernization of the state set up. As it is orgarized at present, 
Idaho could not qualify as a recipient of surplus property from 

the army, including books and equipment from camp libraries, 

which are available for Rural library service only. Our plan has 
always been the extension of service to the state's rural population 
as well as for the improvement of the municipal service. 


' The present provosed bill differs in many respects from those 
previously prepared, we hope for the better. The committee wants 
every librarian to study each section carefully -- considering 
what it would mean to her library, then, to her county and district. 
After such consideration we hope she will send criticisms and 
suggestions to the chairman of the committee. Please give especial 
attention to the county and Rural county library district setups. 


As it may be possible to present this matter to the proposed 


special session of the legislature, will you not give this prompt 
consideration. 


Let us bend every effort to perfect and complete this bill 
and then work together to secure its passage at the first 
opportunity. 


AN ACT 


REPEALING SUBSECTION 1) OF TITL™ 32 SECTION 11) OF TH® IDAHO CODE 
ANNOTATED RELATTNG TO SWPERVISION OF THE STAT™ LIBRARY COMMISSION 
BY THE STATE BORD OF EDUCATION AND TH® BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO. 


Be it Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Icaho: 


Section 1. That subsection 1) of title 32 section 11) of the Idaho 
Code Annotated be and the same is hereby repealed, 


AN ACT 
REPEALIN® CHAPTER 20 OF TITLE 32 OF THE IDAHO CODE ANNOTATED FOR 
TH® R'ASON THAT SAID LAWS ART SUPPLANTED BY AN ACT RELATING TO 
THE SUBJECT THEREOF. 


Be it Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Idaho: 


Section 1. That chapter 20 of title 32 of the Idaho Code Annotated 
be and the same is hereby repealed. 


AN ACT 
REPEALING CHAPTER 21 OF TITLE 32 OF THE IDAHO CODE ANNOTATED AS 
AMENDED BY SESSION LAWS 1943 CHAPTER 170, AND AMENDED BY SESSION 
LAWS 1945 CH:PTER 100 FOR THE REASON TH T SAID LAWS ARE SUPPLANTED 
BY AN ACT REL‘TING TO TH" SUBJ3CT TH=REOF. 


Be it Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Idaho: 


Section 1. That chapter 21 of title 32 of the Idaho Code Annotated 
be and the same is hereby repealed. 


Section 2, That chapter 170 of the Session Laws of 193 be and the 
same is hereby repealed. 


Section 3, That chapter 100 of the Session Laws of 195 be and the 
same is hereby repealed. 


CHAPTER 20 OF TITLE 32 


STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION 4ND STAT? LIBRARY 


Section 


1. State Library Commission ~-- Membership 


2.° State Library -- Management 


3. Accounts of Commission -- Certification and payment of 
Claims 


Saving clause 


Note: This index is not a part of the act. 
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AN ACT 


CREATING A STATS LIBRARY COMMISSION: PROVIDING FOR TH? M=MBERSHIP 
AND FOR THE APPOINTM"NT OF CERTAIN MPMBERS BY GOVERNOR 

OF TH® STATE. OF IDAHO: sDEVINING THE POYERS AND DUTIES OF SUCH 
COMMISSION: PROVIDING FOR DONATIONS TO STAT? LIBR’ RIES: AND PROVIDING 
SAVING 1.5 C°NSTITUTIONALITY. 


Be it Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Idaho: 


Section 1. STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION -- M™MBERSHIP 


There is hereby created a state library commission of five members, 
to be constituted as follows: 


The state superintendent of public instruction shall be, ex-officio, 
chairman of such commission. 


The governor of the state of Idaho shall appoint, for a term of four 
years, four members, of which one shall be a certified librarian 

and one shall be an active trustee of a public library; provided, 
that the two first menbers appointed without regard to the qualif- 
ications herein provided for shall serve for two years, and 
thereafter the term of office of such appointees shall be four years. 
A vacancy in the office of an appointed member shall be filled by 
appointment of the governor for the unexpired term. 


Section 2 (32-2002) STAT™ LIBRARY MANAG MENT 
(Amend to read as follows) 


The State Library commission shall have the management of the 

State library or libraries belénging to the state, and shall make 
such reasonable rules governing the same, and regulating the use 

of the books and property pertaining thereto, as it may deem 
necessary. Said commission shall cause library books to be distrib- 
uted throuchout the state, and at suitable intervals change such 
distribution in such menner as to secure the use and enjoyment of 
said books to the people of the state generally. The commission 
shall have power to employ a qualified librarian whose duties shall 
be defined by said commission. It shall cooperate with the manage- 
ment of public schools and other free libraries within the state, 
and adopt such means as shall promote their establishment. The 
commission may receive donations of money, books, or other property, 
real or personal, for the benefit of such State library of libraries, 
the title to such property shall vest in the state of Idaho, to be 
held and controlled by the State Library commission. The commission 
shall report annually to the governor and make such recommendations 
as it may deem necess2ry and proper. 
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Section 3. (32+2003) ACCOUNTS OF COMMISSION 4 CERTIFICATION 
AND PAYMENT OF CL‘IMS. 


The state library commission shall elect one of its members appointed 
by the governor to act as secretary of the commission. The secretary 
so elected shall make and keep a full report of the proceedings of 
said commission and shall keep an account of expenses incurred by 
said commission in carrying out the provisions of the chapter. The 
chairman of said’ commission shall issue certificates, countersigned 
by the secretary, for all lawful claims presented to said commission 
for such expenses incurred in the management of said state library 
or libraries, and in carrying out all other objects of this chapter, 
which claims, when approved by the state board of examiners, shall be 
paid by warrants, issued by the state treasurer, drawn upon the fund 
or funds in the state treasury provided for such purpose. 


Section (32-200) SAVING CLAUSE 


If any section, subsection, sentance, clause or phrase of this 

Act if for any reason held to be unconstitutional, such decision 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this act. 
The legislature hereby declares that it would have passed this Act, 
and each section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase thereof, 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more other sections, 
subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared 
unconstitutional. 


CH5PTER 21 OF TITLE 32 
PUBLIC LIBR‘RIES 
Section 
1. Definitions 
2. Cities may establish libraries 


School district libraries. Election. Duties »° School 
trustees 


Rural County Library Districts 


Regional Library 
Contract Service 
Directors of library 
Organization. Powers 
Certification 

. Libraries to be free 
Injury to property. Penalty 
Wilfully retaining books. Notice. Penalty 
Report 
Donations to library 
Disestablishment of libraries 


Saving Clause 


Note: This index is not a part of the act. 


| 
5. 

6. 

7. 
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13. 
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AN AcT 


REL‘TING TO PUBLIC LIBRARISS: PROVIDING FOR THEIR "ST‘BLISHME=NT, 
ORGANIZATION AND DISSST/.BLISHM@NT: REGUL‘TING TH® US"®, ACQUISITION, 
AND DISPOSITION OF PROP'RTY: PROVIDING FOR THE C™RTIFICATION 
OF LIBRARIANS: PROVIDING PEN‘LTI®S: AND PROVIDING S‘VING CL‘USE 
AS-TC CONSTITUTIONALITY. 


Be it Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Idaho: 


Section 1 (32-2101) DEFINITIONS 


As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different 
meaning, (1) "governmental unit" means any county, city, village, 
school district, rural county library district, or any group or 

area united together as 2 voting body for any purpose; (2) "legislative 
body" means the body authorized to determine the amount of taxes to 

be levied in a governmental unit; (3) "library" means a free public 
library supported in whole or in part with money derived from taxation; 
(4) “regional library" means a free public library maintained by 

two or more counties or other governmental units; (5) "rural county 
library district library" means a library serving all the anea of 2 
county not included with the area of incorporated cities and villages; 
(6) "library fund" means the money raised by taxation for library 
purposes; (7) "city" includes villages; (10) "common council" means 

the city council or board of trustees of a village; (11) "directors" 
mean the board of library directors; (12) "library board" means the 
board of library directors. 


Section 2 (32-2102) CITI"S MAY "STABTISH LIBRARIES-- 


The common council of every city and of every village of the state of 
Idaho shall have power to establish a public library and reading 
room, and for such purpose may annually levy and cause to be 
collected, as are other taxes, a tax not exceeding three mills on the 
dollar of the taxable property of such city or village, to constitute 
a library fund, which shall be kept by the treasurer separate and 
apart from other moneys of the city or village, and shall be used 
exclusively for the purchase of books, periodicals, necessary 
furniture and fixtures, and whatever is required for the maintenance 
of such library and reading room, The balance remaining in such 
library fund at the end of the fiscal period shall not be transferred 
to any otherfund but shall remain in said library fund for the 
purposes heretofore provided. vuch public library may use money 
received from fees, fines, pitts from all sources, or sale of its 
bulletins or similar printed matter, for buying books, or for any 
other proper expense of carrying on its work. 
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Section 3 (32-2103) SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBRARIES --ELECTION <= DUTY 
OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES 


A school district in which is situated no incorporated town or 
village having a population in excess of one thousand (100) and 
within which no public library and reading room is established or 
maintained under the provisions of Section 32-2101, Idaho Code 
Annotated (Sec. 2 of this chapter) may establish a public library 

for the use and benefit of the citizens thereof. The procedure for 
establishment of such public library in a shcool district shall be 

as follows: (1) A petition or petitions signed by at least twnety (20) 
electors in said school district supporting the proposition: 

"Shall a public library be established?" shall be filed with the 
trustees for the school district. (2) The trustees of the school 
district after having determined that the petition was signed by 

the requisite number of qualified petitioners shall publish notice 
that the question of establishing a public library will appear on 

the ballots; such notice shall ‘appear for four (5) consecutive weeks 
in a newspaper of general curculation published in the county wherein 
such district is situated. (3) The Board of Trustees shall place 
the proposition for the establishment of a public library on the 
ballot for the vote of the people of the school district at the first 
election held therin for the purpose of electing a member or members 
of the Bo2zrd of Trustees following the publication of said ndé&ice. 
(4) If a majority of electors voting on the proposition vote in 
favor of the establishment of a public library the Board of Trustees 
shall forthwith declare it established. (5) The trustees aforesaid 
shall then provide funds for the establishment and maintenacne of 
library service for the district and the procuring of a suitable 
building or rooms for the same by making a tax levy on the property 
in the district of not more than three (3) mills per annum sufficient 
for the library service. Such levies shall be a part of the general 
tax roll and shall be collected as part of the general tax against 
the property in the district. 


Section (32-2104) RURAL COUNTY. LIBRARY DISTRICTS-- 


Rural County Library Districts are hereby authorized for the purpose 
of giving free public library service to their residents. Such 
districts shall include all areas of the county outsidé incorporated 
cities and towns, A rural county library district may be established 
by a majority vote of the people voting on the proposition in the 
district. The procedure for the establishment of such rural county 
library district shall be as follows: (1) A petition or petitions 
signed by at least one hundred (100) tax paying citizens of the 
county, outside of the area of incorporated cities and towns, 
supporting the proposition: "Shall a Rural County Library District 
be established?" shall be filed with the Boird of County Commission- 
ers. (2( The Board of County Commissioners, after having determined 
that the petition or petitions were signed by the requisit number of 
qualified petitioners, shall place the proposition for the establish- 
ment of a Rural County Library District on the ballot for the vote of 
the people of the county, outside incorporated cities and towns, at 
the next succeeding general, or special election. (3) If a majority 
of the electors voting on the proposition vote in favor of the 
establishment of a Rural County Library District, the Board of 
County Commissioners has declared a Rural County Library District 
established, it shall provide funds for the establishment and 
maintenance of library service for the district by making a tax 
levy on the property in the district of not more than three (3) 
mills per annum sufficient’for the library service. Such levies 
shall be a part of the general tax roll and shall bo collected as a 
part of the gencral taxes against the property in the district. 


Section 5 (32-2105} REGIONAL LIBRARY-- 


Two (2) or more counties, or other governmental units, by action of 
their legislative bodies, may join in establishing and maintaining 

a regional library under the terms of a contract to which all will 
agree. The expenses of the regional library shall be apportioned 
between or among the contracting parties concerned on such basis as 
shall be agreed on in the contract. The treasurer of one of the 
governmental units, as shall be provided in the contract, shall have 
the custody of the funds of the regional library; and the treasurers 
of the other governmental units concerned shall transfer quarterly 

to him all moneys collected for free public library purposes in 

their respective governmental units. If the legislative body of any 
governmental unit decides to withdraw from a regional library contract 
the government unit withdrawing shall be entitled to a division of 

the property on the basis of its contributions. 


Section 6 (32-2106) CONTR'CT S™RVICT-- 


Instead of cstablishing or maintaining an independent library, the 
legislative body of any governmental unit authorized to maintain a 
library shall have power to contract to receive library service from 
an existing library, the board of directors of which shall have 
reciprocal powsr to contract to render the service with the consent 
of the legiclitive body of its governmental unit wanting service. 
Any school district may contract for school library service from any 
existin? library such service to be paid for from funds available to 
the school district for library purposes. 


Section 7. (22-2107) DIR=SCTORS OF TIRRARY -- 


For the sovernment of such library as may be established under any 

of the avove sections, there shall be a board of five directors 
appointed by the lerislative body of the governmental unit cstablish- 
ing svch library, from the citizens thereos at large. In cities 
directors shall be appointed by the city council, in Villages by the 
board of trustees of the village, in counties and rural county library 
districts by the board of action of the legislative bodies concerned, 
in school districts by the truste-s of the school district, in any 
other governmental unit by the legislative body of that governmental 
unit. Not more than one memver of the city council, board of trustees, 
of a village, board of county commissioners, board of trustees of a 
school district, or the governing body of any other governmental 

board which it appoints. Such directors shall hold their office for 
three years from the date of aopointment, and until their successors 
are appointed, but upon their first avpointment they shall divide 
themselves at their first mcecting, by lot, into three classes: Two 
members shall form the first class and sh2ll serve for one year from 
the date of appointm-nt; two members shall fomthe secrnd class and 
shall serve for two years from the datc of appointment; and one member 
shall form the third class and shall serve for three y2ars from the 
date of appointment. All vacancies shall be immediately reported 

to the proper appointing body by its directors, and shall be filled 
by appointment in the same manner as appointments are originally made. 
Appointments to complete an unexpired term shall be for the residue 

of the tcrm only. Compensation shall be allowed for expenses 
actually incurred. 


Section 8 (32-2108) O2GiNIZ\TICN POW=RS-- 


Said directors shall, immediately after their appointments, meet and 
elect 2 president and such other officers as they deem necessary. 
They shall make and adopt such by-laws, rules and regulations for 
their owm guidance and for the government of the library and reading 
room as may be exnedient. They may exclude and cut off from the use 
of said lib~ ry and reading room any and all persons who shall wilfully 
violate such rules, or any person whose physical condition is 

deomed dangerous or offensive to other library users, They shall 
have the exclusive control of th> expenditure of all moneys collected 
for the library fund, and the sup-rvision, care, and custody of the 
room or buildings constructed, lased orset apart for that purposo; 
and such money shall be drawn from the treasury by the proper 
officers, upon prop-rly authenticrted vouchers of the board of 
directors, without otherwise being audited. Title to all library 
prop rty real and personal, shall vest in the governmental unit 
establishing the library, such property, shall be controlled by the 
directors of the library. The dir:ctor may, with the approval 

of the common council, county commissioners, school district 
trustees, or other lepislrtive body, lease and occupy or purchase 

or erect on purchased ground, an appropriate building; provided, that 
not more than one-half of the income in any one year can be set apart 
in said year for such purchise building. They shall appoint a 
libririan and upon the librarian's recommendation appoint assistmts. 


Section 9 (32-2109) CERTIFICATION 


(1) There is hereby created a state board for the e>rtification of 
librarians, which shall consist of the state librarian, the librarian 
of the University of Idaho Libr-ry, and another librarian to be 
appointed by the governor. For the guidance of the governor, the 
Idaho State Library Association shall be at liberty to suggest persons 
for this appointment. 

2) The board shall grant librarians' certificates without examination 

G:applicants who are graduates of who 2re graduates of Library 
Schools accredited by the Amcrican Library Association for general 
library training, and shall grant-certificates to other applicants 
when it has satisfied itslef by examination that the applicant has 
attainments and abilities equivalent to those of a library school 
graduate and is qualified to corry on library work ably and 
efficiently. 
(3) Any person not 2 graduate of library school accredited by the 
American Library Association, but who has served as a librarian or a 
fulltime professional assistant in any li-rary in this state for 
at least one (1) year or the equivalent thereof prior to the taking 
effect of this act, shall be grant-d a librarian's certificate without 
examination, but such certificate shall be good only for the position 
specified therein, unless specifically extended by the board. 
(h) The board shall require a fee of not less than one dollar ($1.00) 
librarian's certificate. Money paid as fees shall be deposited in the 
above revolving fund. All necessary exp-nses of the board shall be 
paid from funds aporopriated by the legislature upon warrants drawn 
by the state auditor upon the presentation of proper vouchers 
approved by the board. 

(Cont. on next page.) 
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(5) After January 1938, a library serving a community having over four 
thousand population shall not have in its employ, in the position 

of librarian or in any other full-time professional library position, 

a person who does nothold a librarian's certificate issued by the board. 
(6) A full-time professional. library position, as intended by this 
section is one that requires, in the opinion of the state board for 

the certification of librarians, aknowledge of books and of library 
technique equivalent to that required for graduation from an 
accredited library school. 

(7) The probisions in this section shall apply to every library 
serving 2 community having over four thous2nd population and to every 
library operated by the state or under its authority, including 
libraries or institutions of higher learning: Provided, thit nothing 
in this section shall apply to the state law library or to county law 
libraries. 


Section 10 (32-2110) LIBRARIES TO BE FREE -- 


Every library and readine established under this clmpter shall be 
forever free for the use of the inhabitants of the governmental 
unit which it serves, always subject to such reasonable rules and 
regulations as the library beard may find necessary to adopt and 
publish in order to render the use of the library and reading mom 
of the greatest benefit to the greatest number. 


Section 11 (32-2111) INJURY TO PROPERTY - PENALTY -- 


Whoever intentionally injures, defaces, or destroys any property 
belonging to or deposited in any public library or reading room, 
shall be guilty of 1. misdemeanor. 


Section 12 (32-2112) WILFULLY R®TAINING BCOKS —-NOTICE--PENALTY-- 


Whoever wilfully retxins any book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, 
manuscript, or other property belonging in or to any public library 
or reading room, for thirty (30) days after notice in writing to 
return the same, piven aftcr the expiration of the time thit by the 
rules of such institution such article or other prop:rty may be kept, 
shall be puilty of a misdemeanor. 


Section 13 (32-2113) REPORT OF LIBRARIAN-- 


The librarian of every library subject to this chapter shall make an 
annual itemized report to the legislative body of the governmental 
unit wherein he serves on June 30 of each yo2r, statine the condition 
of the library, the various sums of moncy received from the library 
fund and from all sources, and how much his been expended, the number 
of books and periodicals on hand, and tho number added by purchase, 
pift, or othcrwise during the year, the number lost or missing, the 
number of books loaned out, and the general character of such books 
with such other statistics, infermaticon and suggestions as he may 
deem of general interest and state library commission may require. 

A copy of this report shall be filed with the state librarian. 


Section 1) (32=211)) DONATIONS TO LIBRARY — 


All persons desirous of making donations of money, personal property 
or real estate for the benefit of such library, shall have the right 
to vest the title to the same in the boird of directors created under 
the chapter to be held and controlled by said board, when accepted 
according to the terms of the deed or gift, devise or bequest of such 


property; and also such property the said board shall be held and 
considered to be the special trustees. 


Section 15 (32-2115) DISESTABLISH{=NT OF LIBRARI™S=- 


4& library established or maintained under this act may be disestablished 
only in pursuance of 4 vote of the electors of the governmental unit 
‘in which the library is 1: cated, taken in the same manner prescribed 
in this act for a vote upon the establishment of a library. Ifa _ 
library be disestablished where the library is located. Such disposal 
of beoks and other printed or written mattcr must be approved by the 
st2te library commission. All other library property shall be disposed 
of as the legislative body of the governmental unit &bhall direct. 


Section 16 (32-2116) SAVING CLAUSE 


If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Act 
if for any reasan held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall 
not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Act. The 
legislatur< heroby declares that it would have passed this act, and 
each section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase thereof, 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more other sections, 
subsections, scntences, clauses or pkrrases be declared uncecnstitutional, 


As you are probably already aware the American Library 
Association gives an annual citation of two trustees at a general 
session of the American Library Association. Now is the time for 
you to exercise your privelege of naming candidates for this 
trustecs citation in 196. Names of the nominecs with supporting 
evidence should he sent to the Jury Citation of Trustees, A.L.A. 
Headquarters, 529 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 11, Illinoiss not 
later than March 1, 1946. <= From letter to State Library 
Association President, October 19, 19h5. 

*- Disposal of surplus property will be through a state agency 
(Idaho has none) as 2 unit and mt with individusl librarics,. 
Librarics are considored as educational institutions and will 
receive any items threugh state agency. (Possibly inasmuch as there 
is no agency as such in Idaho for libraries, it will probably come 
through the Commissioner of Education.)--From letter to President 
of Library Association from Paul Howard, American Library Association, 
1709 M. Street Northwest Washington , D. C. Under date of 
October 26, 1945. 

Recently the requcst has come from the A,L,A. division of 
cataloguing classification requesting information as to any libraries 
in the state of Idaho who are using the cutter expansive classifica- 
tion, If you do use, or have used, the cutter classification, 
please communicate with Dora M, Pearson, Committee on Cutter 
Classification, 4.L,A. Division of Cataloguing and Classifieation 
Public Library, Washington 1, D. ©, 

Since the last issue of the Idaho Librarian, Miss Gladys M. Boules 


‘has resigned 2s 2 member of the Legislative Committce, to organize 


a county library systom at Colfax, Washington. 


Mrs. Lenore C. Passey, a member of the publications committee, has 
resigned her position at Ricks College library to go with her . 
husband who has returned from over seas, 

Appointment to fill these vacancies has not 1s yet been made | 

by the executive committec. 

“s* sAny criticisms, inclusive or cxclusive for future issues of 

the Librarian, please communicate with your president or secretary. 
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